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A surprise visit

Hello, children. My name's Mary. It's a common enough name where I come from. There's nothing very special about me. But one day, long, long ago, something very special happened to me.

It all started with a surprise visit (SURPRISE!). I was just a young girl, still living with my Mum and Dad in Nazareth - that's where I come from, you know. 

Anyway, I was alone in the house one day when my surprise (SURPRISE!) visitor came. It was no ordinary visitor, either. I knew this visitor had come straight from God. Don't ask me how I knew, but I just knew. It was an angel! Well, I can tell you my mouth fell open with astonishment. Talk about a surprise (SURPRISE!) And when my visitor spoke to me, it was a very strange sort of  hello. The angel said to me that the Lord God was with me and loved me very much. 

"What, me?" I thought, "Must have got the wrong person". I was a bit scared. I didn't know what to say, I mean, I was just a kid. The angel must have noticed I was scared, because the next thing he said was, "Mary, don't be afraid." 

Then the angel said something amazing. It was this: "God has chosen you to do a very special job. You're going to be a mother, and your baby will be called Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God. And he will be king for ever and ever."

Well , so many questions were in my mind. A child that would be called the Son of God? A king? There was nothing very royal about me. I wasn't a princess. A baby boy called Jesus. I liked that name. It means "God saves us". Was God going to save us at last ? So many thoughts racing through my head. I struggled to find something to say. In the end, I stammered out,

"But I'm not even married. How can I have a baby?"  It was all just such a surprise.

(SURPRISE!) 

The angel told me it would be the work of the Holy Spirit, that this baby would come straight from God. And then he gave me another shock. He told me my cousin Elizabeth was having a baby too. But she'd been married for years and years and had never had a child. We thought it would never happen now she was old and grey. Fancy Elizabeth having a baby! That was a surprise! (SURPRISE!) 

"What a great God we have", I thought, "Nothing is too hard for God!". My heart was full of happiness as I looked that angel in the eye and said, "I'll do anything God asks of me. Let it happen to me just as you have said." And then the angel was gone. 

Well, my next thought was for my dear cousin Elizabeth. There was just three months until her baby was due, so I hurried to pack a few things so I could be with her. I made the journey to her town in the hills.

When I got there, oh what a surprise. (SURPRISE!) Elizabeth's baby jumped for joy in her tummy when I told my news. Elizabeth's baby must have known there was something very special about my baby. 

God must have told Elizabeth too, because she suddenly said something very strange. She said to me that God had blessed me above all women, and blessed my baby too, and she said, "Why should this great thing happen to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to visit me?" My baby was the Lord? That was such a surprise!

My cousin and I were so happy, we praised God together as we got ready for her baby to be born. After that, I went home, still praising God for his wonderful surprises.
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